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About Rikki Klieman 

 

Ms. Klieman has earned a reputation as one of the nation’s most celebrated lawyers and legal 

authorities. Klieman found success in multiple fields, including television journalism, the 

courtroom, academia and public speaking. 

 Rikki is now a Contributor/Legal Analyst for CBS News. She was an Anchor at the Courtroom 

Television Network from 1994-2010 and a Contributor for the CBS Early Show, the NBC Today 

Show as well as the E! Network. She has also appeared as a legal analyst on NBC’s Nightly News, 

CBS Evening News, ABC, CNN, CNBC and MSNBC. 

 She remains Of Counsel to the Boston, Massachusetts law firm of Klieman & Lyons, where she 

specialized in criminal trial and appellate practice as well as civil litigation. She received her J.D. 

from Boston University School of Law. Prior to her legal career, she was a theater major at 

Northwestern University who became a professional actress. Following law school, she served as 

a law clerk for the Honorable Walter Jay Skinner of the United States District Court of 

Massachusetts, and as a prosecutor with both the Middlesex and Norfolk County District 

Attorney’s offices. 

 Ms. Klieman was a member of the Adjunct Faculty at Columbia Law School, teaching a course 

on Trial Strategies in Major Current Cases. She was an Adjunct Professor at Boston University 

School of Law teaching trial practice. She lectures across the country on the legal system and 

taught trial advocacy at the Intensive Trial Advocacy Program at Harvard, the University of 

Virginia Trial Advocacy Institute, Northwestern University’s Short Course for Criminal Defense 

Lawyers, the National Criminal Defense College, the Western Trial Advocacy Institute and Gerry 

Spence’s Trial Lawyers College. 

 Ms. Klieman served on the Advisory Committee to the U.S. Supreme Court on the Federal Rules 

of Criminal Procedure, the Board of Directors of the National Association of Criminal Defense 

Lawyers and the Board of Visitors for Boston University School of Law. She was a member of the 

American Bar Association’s National Conference of Lawyers and Representatives of the Media. 














































































































































































